Preparations for a mission… 

In preparing for a mission the arrangements and bookings can take an enormous amount of effort. The following may give you an idea of what is involved  

Mission Philippines

I sent a letter to Pastor Tapang reminding him of the prisons in Iloilo Island. I had lost his email address and I had had no reply to my previous email and letter,. So I was surprised to receive his email indicating that he was willing to go and spy out the land. He emailed to say that he would do a costing  of the Island while arranging the meeting in the prisons. This would involve him leaving home for over a week taking ferry and then visiting all the prison to speak to the governor and book meetings two months in advance. Then when I arrived he would have to repeat  this time taking far more time…  
When reading his email I was shocked to receive his blatant request for money but on reflection soon realized that this was unfair.  I was also shocked when I considered my health at this time, what with dangerously high blood pressure and more especially my back hurting so much and my waterworks causing difficulties. Logically it would be stupid for me to travel.  After prayer I felt a deep peace as I  knew many folk would be praying and he Lord would surely strengthen me. I guess the whole trip would come out at £2.000,

However my heart is strangely warmed as the prospect of going into prison to preach the gospel is exhilarating. He that winneth souls is wise.

24th August

Last night I phoned Lionel and shared my news.  He was moved by the dreadful conditions in the prisons. He is very involved and will pray.  This morning I prepared various 'Words'' for the prisons Sheila and I talked about possible dates for the mission. Today I am with Joseph and we are learning about missions. 

Wednesday 25th August 2007 

Went on line to order travel insurance with Sainsbury’s. We got 25% off .PTL

Thursday 26th August

Discussed the trip with Sheila who is reluctant to use the money She feels it would be better spent in India. We talked about the last trip when the money 'did not arrive' so I sent an email to Pastor Tim telling him that we do not use 'Daily Bread Mission' charity money for my missions but use our own money. Also for him to look out for local help from local pastors. So I hope this helps prevent any mis -understandings.

Saturday 28th August  

Bob telephoned He is planning to come on Tuesday Arrive 10.30 DV. Went online to download application form for a visa. 

Friday 3rd September

Booked my air fair today. What a lot of hassle. They said no direct flight from Dubai to 

Cebu so its a stop over in Manila. Ugggh  I abhor the place… 

Also the price has doubled to over £1,000, however the Lord provides and He is not shocked. Bob Petley plans to go to India in November. So we will cross over. 

Talked and shared with Brian Abatella.  He was very interested in the work in the prisons. He pressed a £10.00 note into my hand and promised to pray. PTL

Letter to Prayer Partners
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Mission Philippines.
Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
Matthew 25 v 36. 

21st February to 13th March 2006 

Dear praying friends…

 Once more it is time to go forth into the entire world and preach the Gospel.  DV on the 21st February I leave Gatwick and head out to Cebu Island in the Philippines to visit the prisons and churches.. Some of you know the Lerion’s in Tacloban City, others will remember Pastor Ruben in Cebu and John Valdavieso an evangelist who is engaged in prison ministry. I am hoping to see Dinah Lerion (a student training to be a medical missionary) in Cebu.  

Pastor Ruben has been away supporting other Christians but has returned to Cebu..There are four main prisons in Cebu Island, Lapu Lapu City jail,  Mandanow prison, Cebu City jail and one other which I forget the name of ?  

 
            I am planning to visit the two jails in Ormoc and then cross Leyte Island to visit the Lerions in Tacloban City, another visit to the jail and then across the San Juanico Bridge to  Samar Island where there is  another prison which I know well and where the Lord was gracious to pour out His Spirit.    Catbalogan Jail must hold around 100 prisoners in an open compound is pretty basic with conditions of filth and poverty on every side.  Samar is one of the poorest of the Philippines 7,000 islands.   

 
It took some while for me to recover from the trauma on my mission in India especially the car accidents the floods in Chennai and being stranded in Visakhapnam.  However through much faithful prayer, I have  recovered and ready to take up the challenge of ministry..

Although feeling totally inadequate I am looking to the dear Lord for strength and guidance. .Isaiah 40 v 31

 The Lords has promised,” I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou may know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel”. Isaiah 45 v 2/3 

When I was in Poland in June last year and again in India in November 05, I was limping and in pain with what I thought was a pulled muscle?  On my return home after medical test I have been diagnosed having osteoarthritis in my left hip where I am told the cartilage has worn thin.  It is a painful condition and I was not sure if I should continue to travel abroad as often there are some very rough roads and places to negotiate. 

But the Lord has shown me clearly that I am to continue to proclaim the Gospel while it is day.. So I value your prayers on my return on the 16th March 06 as I have an appointment with a specialist at DGH in Eastbourne DV 

Please remember Sheila in her continuing ministry at home, please pray for travelling mercies, but more especially for a harvest of souls to be swept into the kingdom in these last days before the Kings return..  







Tony and Sheila   

I had this from Pastor Ruben Layaguin  

Dear Pastor;

Thanks the Lord for what he has done. We will wait for you. Then your hotel here is already fine.

May the Lord continue to protect you.

 Bro Marlon is a great help for me coz he the one to communicate between you in me. I tell you honest pastor i didn’t know to use a computer through bro Marlon i can communicate for you and he had a big help for planning your coming. I know bro Marlon dont want a man  please. Pray for him specially his ministry in Mabolo he is my partner also in jail ministry. Thanks for your kindness in your prayer.

See you...... soon.......Happy trip...... 

In Christ:

Pastor ruben layaguin

bro. marlon suarez
And this from Pastor Lerion
Concerning transportation we have negotiated to an aircon van for hire: PhP 1,500/day excluding fuel. We negotiated it for a two day use. Please tell us your opinion about this as soon as possible so we can close the deal.

 

About accommodation you are very much welcome if you like to stay in our house but you will not be comfortable because there is no aircon and the bed is not good. So if it your choice to stay in LNU so we will book for you ahead.

 

The Villa Ornoc Hotel has no cellular phone or mobile phone for loan/rent but they have room telephone that has an access for IDD or NDD calls.

 

Concerning jail ministry in Cebu, we don't have any contact Pastor's for jail ministry because very seldom we can find Pastors who have real burdens for this ministry because this is a specialized ministry. 

Time is very short and it is impossible to make arrangement.  

 

Let us all pray that God will take full control of our Spirits, that the love of Jesus may shine in us and through us, that we might be a blessing to people whom we ministered to and to those around us. Let us pray for God's wisdom and anointing of the Holy Spirit as we go to do His will.

 

We are still going to make new coordination’s in other prisons, Tacloban and Basey. As we know that basey is at opposite direction so if you like to go to Basey, please inform  as soon as possible that we may not waste our time and effort to coordinate. What we have in mind is to concentrate the jails in Ormoc, Carigara, and nearby towns such as Palo and Tacloban City Jails. We want to inform you that raods to Basey is not very good, there are some parts that are bumpy and might hurt your hip.

 

The first meeting in Ormoc is 8:00AM. Do we need to book for you Mc Arthur Hotel or Leyte Park Hotel? What date?

 

William and Vianney   

And this 
Dear Tony,

 

Sorry to hear about your pain on your hip. Thank you for the VCD, we are so blessed to see the children in the orphanage and their beautiful home. Thanks for your letters. We are so happy to hear for your return to the Philippines, we trust God that your coming will be a blessing to many prisoners and also to us who are free. We are praying for your safe travel. 

 

We took time to arrange your itinerary: 4 prisons are now ready, 2 in Ormoc, 1 in Carigara, 1 in Palo. 

 

Ormoc City Jail: Feb. 27 (8-10AM)

Ormoc Provincial Jail: Feb. 27 (open time in the afternoon)

Carigara Jail: Feb. 27 or 28 

Palo Jail: Feb. 28

 

We are planning to arrange the Basey prison, if you are interested please e-mail as soon as possible.

 

We are planning to arrange the prison in Abuyog proper but we are concern about your hip condition, the travel is somehow strenuous and might cause pain in you.

 

We are still scouting for a transportation. We have not known so far any Pastor here or Christian who have air-con van, most possibly we can have for hire. We will arrange the front seat for you. We are still scouting an air-con van for hire for our trips. 

 

About your question with regards to the air-con in our home, we still don't have an air-con. Since you are not comfortable with the motorbike and Pedi bikes, so we are planning to let you stay in the hotel at the city proper. We are still looking for the most feasible and accessible hotel in town.

 

We are not so sure if we can give a church meeting, but for sure we can arrange an evangelistic meeting in our community near our home. And one time for purely childrens meeting. That is the present ministry handled by Vianney.     This is possible when the weather cooperates...

 

Please continue to pray for Vianney's mother in Cebu. She is in bed for quite a long time now. She really needs her support. Also pray for Douglas, he is quite sickly boy.

 

Any comments please e-mail us....  Pastor William Lerion 
Excerpts from a thanksgiving letter 
The Lord greatly blessed my mission to the Philippines. It was rather amazing as the Lord enabled me physically to cope as when I returned to UK my hip pain levels shot up. I go to the hospital tomorrow for x-rays and medical test.   It was like the Lord anesthetised my hip while I was ministering.  All glory to God  

Over 1,600 responded. In Leyte I gave £200 to purchase Bibles in Warey Warey dialect.

Brother could you please let me have the address of the suppliers of the Bibles.  Would they supply in other languages?

------------------------------------------------------------------
For Prayer Praise and Thanksgiving
Daily Bread Missions-  February- March 2006 

There was every valid reason for not going to the Philippines the long journey confined to a small seat in an aircraft   , my hip was painful, my blood pressure had soared due to anti inflammatory drugs, the mud slide, the political situation, the dangers, and at the time I booked my air fare there were no had been arrangements made, and no meetings had been booked. #
Over the years this work has always been supported by much prayer but I have never experienced so many people enquiring and praying in Canada, India, Poland, UK, and in the Philippines. However having decided to cancel the mission I was left sitting in pain.   I realised that there would be no souls saved, none touched by God.  I knew I had to go pain or no pain so I booked my ticket..

How the Lord opened the doors is both amazing and marvelous. Glory to God  Pastor Tim Tapang in Negros Occidental with Pastor Ruben and Pastor Marlon from Cebu  had arranged meetings in the prisons is San Carlos City Jail , Calaond City Jail, and Gihulngan City Jail.  They brought with them boxes of Bibles for distribution to the new converts .  In the three prisons after the Word had been preached 267 prisoners had received bibles and more wanted them.. I was also invited to be guest speaker at a school where 300 children and some adults were celebrating their anniversary

On Leyte Island we visited  Ormoc  prison.    230 responded to the gospel call. The Lord had prepared their hearts. Pastor Lerion had managed to arrange for me to hire an air con van and after Ormoc we drove directly to Carigara to preach on the way to Tacloban City. 

The prison here is situated beside the main road and the men left their huts to assemble in the compound. This meant that we had to speak to them through the high wired fence.
[image: image2.jpg]



 They listened intently and many were moved to tears. The Holy Spirit convicting them of their sins, many repenting and seeking the Lord. We distributed Gospels and tracts through the wire the men scrambled to obtain a copy and were not ashamed to read them immediately. Sadly we had to leave for our next meeting.     

In Tacloban City jail around 200 or more prisoners sat as a secular group tuned up for a concert.. At that moment we arrived and Pastor Lerion told the Warden we wanted ¾ of an hour to an hour with no music. Amazingly the musicians packed up and switched off their equipment and were part of the 208 who responded to the Gospel message.

In Tacloban City  I stayed in the local NFU university for P600 £6.00 a night while we visited Tacloban City Jail and Baseyon Samar Island  where two more jails were visited . Once more the Lord poured out His Spirit and I witnessed many more hundreds of prisoners  repenting, believing and  receiving Christ as their own personal Lord and Saviour. The Lord having graciously supplied money for Bibles we were able to distribute to the men who manifested a desire for the Word 

 The arrangements for Bicol Island fell through, I was not disappointed as the Lord had warned me before that this was a possibility and I had made provisional arrangements. The Lord led me to return to Cebu Island where Pastor Ruben and Pastor Marlon had more prison meetings scheduled. More amazing scenes with men in terrible and awful conditions listened intently to the word and responded 100%

 
The power of praise in the worship times and the evidence and witness of the Holy  Spirit confirmed that the Lord had prepared the ground for the precious incorruptible  seed.. We visited Cebu City jail, Danau City Jail  Lapu Lapu having  visited the women’s section there, the  junior section and the main prisons where up to 200 or 300 men were confined.  
I have been used to the squalor in the jails but  was continually shocked at the filth, darkness, heat, overcrowding  and  in sanitary conditions.  Sadly  there is not much hope  for these men  outside the prison with no prospect of employment and a deep, deep poverty prevailing all around.

 
In all  more than 1500 indicated they wanted to follow Jesus , men who have prayed a sinners prayer, some broken and deeply moved by the message who indicated a real repentance and a desire to be saved. The Lord is building His church in a wonderful way in the prisons.  

There were many difficulties, English food was scare, the heat, the bad roads, the accommodation ( apart for my stay in Villa Ormoc Hotel in Ormoc City) I was bitten by mosquitoes, bitten by ants,  my Case fell out of the luggage rack in the coach breaking my Computer keyboard.  My nights were disturbed so I was constantly tired, some days I preach four times  added to the long journeys over rough broken roads ,  but the Lord strengthened me.. At times I forgot all about my hip  It was anesthetised by God until I returned to London to foolishly run up the stairs at Victoria Station  rushing for a train .  
I had a meeting in Pastor Lerions Home with 30 Children. Bob Lerion had organized a viewing of the Jesus Film in the LNU  University where 60/ 70  young students viewed the film  I was asked to speak to them before the film began.

Libertad  Barangay Jungle region Abuyog.
6.45.AM 
  A lovely sunny morning. I attempted to wash in the open air. Vianney prepared hot water and I managed to wash and shave but with great difficulty as the board I was standing on was muddy. and slippery. Several school children passed by while I was thus engaged and were surprised to see a white man washing.   We set off at 7.30 AM for the Penal Colony in Abuyog.  Lord save souls...

The journey began with us walking the muddy and slippery track to the river.  We had to constantly divert to avoid the water but eventually came to the swinging bridge.  I started to cross quite confidently but then the bridge started to saw as William walked on ahead.  Then I noticed that some of the beams were missing, and others lose.  So it was time to pray and hang on.

Safely across we met Pastor Marino.  After trudging up the hill the hill in the intense heat we sweated buckets. I was streaming and overheating badly.  At the top we met Pastor Ricko who had found work on the road construction so was wearing a green hard hat much to small for so it looked like a pimple. At the top we stood for a while then mounted the motorbike.  That is four of us.  The road was slippery in places and rough always and a problem was caused by the dust of  the jeepney’s in front.  The Lord kept us safe and we arrived safely in Abuyog to retrieve my case.
  I am sitting in the yard with the chickens and pigs while my hostess is preparing the fire.  I was amazed to see a chicken underneath and two pigs beside it. 
  We plan to return to Tacloban city tonight and I will stay in LNU hotel for the night (maybe) and then we return to the prison tomorrow at 11AM. Vianney is so pleased as they have  been granted permission to minister in the prison every Friday at 11 AM. PTL.   So  on Saturday we plan to rest and on Sunday at Mar Arthur Park and on Monday DV we travel to Samar to Catbalogan Carabagan and possibly four prisons. Lord lead and guide

11AM we are waiting for a bus for Tacloban City. Then I go LNU  I then must send email and change some money, DV. 

We have an air co bus leaving at 11,30. PTL Lord keep us safe. 

So now I have arrived in Happy Homes. Bob greets me with  Davis and Don Don and Douglas. The ceiling looks  magnificent, the Pastor has done a great job Wonderful PTL.I inspect all the rooms, lovely money well spent

Vianney takes all my dirty washing and I pack essential things for my stay at Mac Arthur Park  Bob is impressed with my Palm computer.   Then I go by pedibike to Coke cola corner and jeepney into town. I book into the LNU hotel a lovely room with air-con and an updated bathroom all for P600.  Wonderful. I change £200 at Peso 97 rate and send of emails with  difficulty. I typed a long one which then I lost as the screen went blank.  It was frustrating and slow work but some emails were sent.  I must contact Pastor Layagan maybe through Diana.  While I was thus occupied Vianney went to shop around for a carry case for my Palm handheld.  She found one at  P40 but did not have enough to buy it!  I gave her the money and she returned with a good case for my belt. PTLShe went home I gave her P500. 

So then I returned to LNU where I found to my delight hot water in a flask and coffee waiting. Lovely.

While in the internet cafe  I noticed my Palm gave a warning “low battery”, so I put it on charge here and it is now OK. I used it quiet a lot for two days in the jungle. I should write to Palm and tell them

After a hot  (yes hot shower,  it did take  about 5 minutes) I almost fell asleep on the bed but woke up to  watch some TV.

I have eaten some more cornflakes, ( getting slightly sick of them) then ordered more coffee. They kindly brought two lots..

So tomorrow we go back to Aboyog penal colony DV,   and then on our return, we have a weekend off much needed.  Thank you Lord.

Friday 31st September
I have slept well but awake at 3 AM   I got up at 5 AM and had cornflakes.. Urrgg.  The Lord is giving me the word for the prison.  Yet I know that is impossible with men.   So Lord we return on that journey.   Help us.   Keep us safe in Jesus name..

Later 7 15 AM.  We are waiting for the Aboyog air con bus. Lord keep us safe. P150 Air con arrived 7 35 Ricardo was waiting for us. We bought petrol and set off immediately. We took the mountain road at 9 15 AM.  We have just arrived outside Aboyog Penal Colony. Lord thy will be done. 12 30 PM: 
The LORD greatly helped me as I gave out, “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation”

...The first air con bus was  P150 then p300 for Ricardo then p100 to return to Tacloban City.  I realized as I drove home that it is Friday not Saturday. So I  will save some money too.  I will go out and get some shopping!    I could not find anything suitable for food only bought some biscuits. I came across a  Hamburger bar where I bought an egg roll. Not to bad

Saturday 1st Oct  LNU  Tacloban City

I’m back in NLU.   Its lovely really.   Very good service,. only P600..Coffee is on its way..   I  can use internet cafe nearly and possibly get some food.   I went first to the internet Cafe and sent my emails.    I  returned to LNU and after a shower (there was no towel in the room so I dried myself on a T shirt)  I collapsed into bed for 12 hours or more  I awoke at 12 midnight but went off to sleep again.  Now after another hot shower and cornflakes I feel a little more human.  

I read from 2 Timothy the entire chapter the first time since leaving England.  Surprisingly there is little fellowship to enjoy even William does not pray with me for me.   Lord?  So this morning I go to Macarthur Park for rest,  I must try to get some food.  Lord.  1AM.  Just arrived in MacArthur Park I managed to buy 4 egg burgers for 30 peso then I found some crisps and water. I booked into a standard room for P1500 a night 
so I am well pleased. Thank you Lord. I am in the restaurant having an American breakfast in lieu of my early morning start on Mon. 5AM DV:

Now Lord please bless this time of rest in Jesus name.

12,30 On the beach Wonderful'

Later..3.45.PM  Went to swim  Lovely.  Had a hot shower and dozed  Lovely.  Lord rest.

Sunday 2nd Oct 9.15.AM

Slept well after watching football last night.   Hardly any news is  available.  This morning I enjoyed breakfast and went swimming .  Lovely.  I walked the empty beach praying I am beginning to relax. Praise the Lord.  Now to get more water and change some money.  Lord wisdom!!.

1.44 PM 
Went to buy water and biscuits P130.  Returned to watch AXN  Great building wonders. Quiet good  Then more swimming.  PTL.  A big storm developed with torrential rain   it left deep puddles everywhere.  It has now all dried up.

9,10
AM 
Sent email to Mathew, contacted the airlines no flight to Cebu. So Lord I go to Ormoc . Lord Lead guide.  I enjoyed omelet and chips with choc ice to follow P300.,Watched a film of some children being taken  hostage. I walked the beach praying.  I have some doubts about this madness of travel back and forth...Wrote a list of items for William and Vianney.  Lord wisdom!! So  now to prepare for tomorrow.  I checked at the office they tell me that next year they will have a business center. 
Calboyog to Cebu

5 AM: 

All ready to go. Lord lead and guide 6: 15 AM : Had my washing restored clean and fresh.  Talked with \William and  Vianney about their willingness to go alone on Wednesday as it is to far to return in one day. They were shocked but willing. 

 I paid 750 Pesos  for the taxi. The van they use as a taxi is very old. There are no seat belts,  the tires are bald on the front. We set off at 9 On a bike no crash helmets  Saw Caribou, pigs water buffalo,  beautiful birds. Dust clouds on motorbike. No toilets on route no toilet paper. Good road for Samar  Filipino people sleep on every occasion so the I am the only one who is awake.   Vianney bought gas burner especially for the journey,

Cantacum 7 30, The road is  broken up.  Dogs are wandering in the road they have no road sense.  No emission test so clouds of filth black smoke pollutes the air as we travel.  9.15AM we have arrived in Calbaygon.

 ETA was perfectly right 10.40.AM. The heavens opened as we transferred onto a motorbike and even then I was getting wet and struggling to hold my bag.  It seemed a long way out of the city.  We turned off the road onto a muddy but rocky track and soon the vertebra was protesting.  It was tough going. 

Eventually we turned onto a cement road and came upon another seemingly derelict building, this it seemed  was our destination.   It was teeming down with rain and Vianney tried to protect me with her umbrella but the problem was not rain overhead but underfoot

It was flash flood conditions withy rivers of water on the move.  My inadequate footwear sandals were underwater  again but we made it without slipping over to the foyer.  It was deserted. Two police record books lay ready for any stranger to view.  Vianney called out  Maopie? Hello in Warey Warey.   No reply and a search led to none.  Where are the guards?  Vianney  set off to find them returning somewhat wetter to tell me they were having their meal.. We have to wait 15 while they finished their meal.

While we   waited  I enquired of the toilet, this was soon located behind the office and was as usual very basic with a dustbin full of water and a jug to flush with.  

After a good ten minutes wait I said why are we waiting?  Vianney asked and  obtained permission for us to run the gauntlet over the  quagmire of mud and ponds of water.. it was truly flash flood conditions. We entered a large dark corridor  the place filthy and smelly. Urrgg  

The jail itself consisted with six cells off  a wide corridor  three cells each side. The place was dark and oppressive with heat. One prisoner was in the corridor smoking and when I entered he withdrew into a cell and closed the door. There were around ten men in each cell.  The prisoners listened attentively to every word  as I walked up and down to catch their eyes.   They responded eagerly praying a sinners prayer and  by raising their hands.  It was very real, they were sincere and I believe the Lord had indeed touched their hearts.    Before  I left there were warm handshakes and smiles,  they were obviously grateful.

Outside we ran the gauntlet of the rivers but it was too no avail we got very wet.  William had been talking to the driver and they had rigged up some side protection for me out of  some old yellow plastic bags.  I got in grateful for some protection and we returned bumping along to the road. My back was hurting and I had to keep moving my position on the hard seat and lifting my self off when I spotted a pot hole  , which was frequent.  

We entered the town again and suddenly I realised that we were leaving the outskirts that had entered only an hour before.  I asked William How far is it?.   Not far   After another ten minutes were still traveling and suddenly I realised that we had passed the prison as we entered Calbayog.  William  why did we pass this prison?  I was shocked beyond words.  We had become shuttlecocks criss crossing the town wasting time and money.  William tried to make some excuse that there was no way we could have got into town but really this was rubbish.   Soon  however we arrived and were welcomed into a a large corridor three time as long a usual. It was crowded and folk were standing around women children men smoking cell doors open. It was a revelation.

I walked down to view the most crowded of the ten cells.  Theses six were full of young men each cell with over ten men.  The Lord greatly helped me with the Word.   Rev 12 v 11... They  overcame him......  The Lord anointed me with power and the Word had  great effect with almost 100 %.  Amazing  and wonderful.  Truly the Lord was at work.  I took photos and one of two young boys.  Why  are children in prison I wonder?


3,30PM.    Returning to the town by motorbike we stopped at the terminal to be told that the last connection to Catbalogan had left and there would be no more that day.

There was consternation and confusion until I decided to go to the bus station .  As we set off a bus went by that way was  destined for Tacloban City and we encouraged our motorbike driver to catch him up ( a little hair raising) but it worked.  We boarded in a rush and the bone rattler took off...

Later

 The bus has broken down, Lord your help is needed, Its 5,10pm its pouring buckets. I am in Catbalogan again. I have decided enough is enough. The haphazard arrangements made by Lerion’s are too much, I decided to terminate this charade and head back to Tacloban City tonight.  The constant traveling back and forth is too wearing on us all and I cannot preach continually being tired.

William did not seem to perturbed when we arrived back in Catbalogan.  Vianney was upset and was praying...  We turned out of the old wreck and boarded an air con cab.  It took ages before we set off in the dark and eventually the Lord got me back to Tacloban City.  I was planning maybe to go to LNU but I realised that there was a hotel right beside me so I entered and booked a single room for 625 Pesos .  When I accepted the room I was given a discount and got the room for P500.

Amazing.  Having eaten nothing but a few biscuits all day I ordered an American breakfast and enjoyed it although it was very meager.  But for P100 what do you expect.  Now having caught up withy my journal for today I am going to try the shower.   I think maybe  150 souls  were saved today. Who can know only God.    I cannot quantify what he has done in men’s hearts but I do expect to see fruit.  All glory to God..

Tuesday 5th October   I must send an email for Matthews birthday.  Perhaps do some shopping before going on to Ormoc?.  Lord thy will be done.

My room is small but adequate with hot water and clean sheets. Certainly fine for P5000 a night   I am looking forward to my breakfast asked William to drop my case in at ten o’clock.  Now Lord guide me to Cebu and prisons there.  Thy will be done.

Later.  Waked  around but no sign of airline   Took pedibike.   No flights to Cebu.   So I went to internet cafe sent Matthew his first email for birthday greetings.   Sent to Sheila and Günter also martin Tuson... Diana has had problem contacting Pastor Ruben.  Bought cornflakes and milk. Now to get to Ormoc.  I may fly home early if no prison Ministry.. Lord thy will.  So ready to go.

10. 30AM I talked over with LER no progress made said goodbye 11.15 . Waiting in Duopoint   terminal paid. Bought a paper p25  p200 100 each. Drv & just Lord lead and guide in Jesus name.110PM Making progress. A little detour .  I 40 PM..I arrived safely having witnessed the torrents of rain gushing across the  mountain roads   The rivers were powerfully angry with awesome ferocity tearing away anything in its paths.  I missed photo opportunities as the buses and lorries set up huge waves which hit us with such force the van shuddered.. Amazing and still it rained..   Now I am in a beautiful room with air conditioning coffee at the ready and a hot shower awaiting me.   I enjoyed a cup a soup and coffee and plan to go out to shop for Matthews present and dear Joseph.

Lord lead and guide..

Later 4 PM   Just returned from shopping.  The hotel taxi took me to the shopping center.  I managed to get Joseph a jet plane and Matthew a clock...  I bought some grapes and some Kit Kat  Yummy I went down to order omelet and double French fries, I have tidied my case. Mmnn the omelet was lovely PTL  I asked for and got double chips .Fantastic. Obtained more coffee for tonight. Walked to swimming pool its still raining. 6,40PM.  Later.  Had a lovely omelet and chips.  They made an effort and got me another plateful  It was a proper meal. 

Wednesday 6th October 04

 Villa Ormoc Hotel

6AM  Awake refeshed after my rest. Feeling much better after arduous ministry and travel.  It is not raining.   PTL.  

8 45 AM   Swimming in half an hour   Its not too hot but at least it is dry..   Then a walk up to town.

Later 4 PM  It was dry as I walked into town and not too hot Bought shopping and some goodies. Two dunkie doughnuts.  

Checked emails .  Let Sheila know that I am moving tomorrow.  Arthur and Mary want to give Dinah $50 so  I will give it to her.

 I have enough money changed to see me through at Cesario Hotel at 11,000 a night.  PTL

Praise God I got my records back.  Hallelujah

1  returned to swim again the sun peeped out for a while. .  

Now torrential rain and high wind  Lord !!!    So I pray for a smooth  crossing tomorrow..  Watching the presidential speech in  America...

Later 6.45 PM   So I am ready for the off tomorrow.  I sorted out my case and am looking forward to be on the move.    I remembered Sheila’s gift in the bottom of my case.  I am so grateful for this hotel Villa Ormoc has been a blessing and the Lord’s  provision for my rest.

Thursday 7th October 2004.

Slept well  Up at 6 am.   Going down for breakfast check out at 7.30 am.  Lord lead and guide.  Thanks be to God which always causeth us to triumph in Christ Jesus.  

Later. 7 25AM  I am sitting in the waiting departure lounge of Super Cat Ferry. Lord lead and guide keep us safe in Jesus name.

Later..

The noise levels here are dreadful.

10,30AM. A. pretty rough sea but the boat is coping well.  Now coming into Cebu.  ETA maybe  11AM.  TAXI 250. 
Went to bank Money gone. 

Valdaviso 50 Rueben 50

Booked in the Cesario hotel for 3400 Pesos but found the room dismal and worse smelly of bad drains and damp.  I decided to upgrade to the Belavista. for £22 pounds a night as no other rooms are available.

I hailed a cab and went to the internet where I heard  from Gary about Matthews birthday cake   but saw no photograph, and then did some shopping.  Marvelous I was able to buy a French stick some cheese and tomatoes  water   428  then 50 for cinnamon bun.  Taxies were 40 each way  80. 

After a complimentary welcome coffee when I borrowed a knife to cut my roll,  ( I met a couple from Ormoc swimming pool) then I went up to the roof for swimming.  It was lovely  The timing was perfect because soon it came on to rain..  Back to  my room and worked out my money .  100 P  for Dinah  and 50P  for  Pastor Ruben

I managed to get through to Pastor Ruben who is coming at 4PM, he seemed very pleased.  Lord reveal your will.  ..So a lovely quiet has descended on me and the blessing of God for obedience.  It is now three PM so I will rest for an hour.  Lord thy will be done.

Belavista.room 319
Later.

Met Pastor Ruben and Pastor Rolly.  Arranged to meet at 9 AM tomorrow to go to municipal jail then another jail in the afternoon   I telephone Dinah and made arrangements to meet her at 10 AM on Saturday morning.  I liked Pastor Rolly he translated English well and has a good testimony.  I am invited to speak on Sunday AM..
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